	Where Am I in Cyberspace?

	Overview/Annotation:
	This activity allows students to utilize critical thinking skills and Internet research to develop a technology timeline. The timeline will assist students in developing a word processed sample list of items for a time capsule, which can be presented in a class slideshow.

	Content Standard(s):
		IL(K-12)
	1. The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.

	TC2(9-12) Computer Applications
	10. Analyze capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technologies.




	Local/National Standards:
	 

	Primary Learning Objective(s):
	Students will create a timeline of developments in technology using information gathered from online research. Students will plan a time capsule of this generation's technology. Students will research computing timelines to date technology they take for granted. Students will assess the many ways technology affects their lives on a daily basis.

	Additional Learning Objective(s):
	Students will create, edit, format, and save word-processed data.

	Approximate Duration of the Lesson:
	Greater than 120 Minutes

	Materials and Equipment:
	A sample timeline format such as those found in textbooks or online (sites suggested in lesson's steps), a container to be used as a time capsule (if a slideshow is not an option)

	Technology Resources Needed:
	Computer with Internet access, word processing software, presentation software (optional)

	Background/Preparation:
	Instruct students at least one day before the lesson begins to make a list (beginning from the point they wake up until they get to school) of all aspects of their lives that utilize computer technology. In a separate list, students will also list the earliest forms of technology they recall. (Remember those talking toys?)

	Procedures/Activities:
	1.)Students will bring completed homework assignments as described in "background preparation" to class. (As an option, a brainstorming session as a class or in groups could supplement or substitute for the homework preparation assignment.)

2.)Students work individually to compare their respective lists and to brainstorm about any additions necessary.

3.)The student should then compile a timeline of technology in their lives from their earliest memories (kindergarten) to the current year. Students may use Internet research to help place items in the proper order.
(The Computer History Museum)
Site contains an easily used timeline of computer history.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.)The group then selects ten items of tecnhology reflective of their generation to be placed in the time capsule.
(Triumph of Nerds)
Interesting PBS site of computer history

5.)A report of the groups' findings and time capsule contents should be presented as a word processed document or as a brief slideshow presentation by each group.
(Timeline of Computing History)
Easy to use, eye-pleasing timeline for student reference



